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region to access the written records and
memories of the BARMM and its surrounding
regions thus that the region's culture, identity,
customs, and practices are kept alive, thus
enabling its constituents to embrace a
humanistic and values-based culture that is in
line with the ethos of the region (BCPCH, 2019).

It is undeniable that both the Philippines and
BARMM are suffering from having one of the
worst reading comprehension levels in the
Asia-Pacific region (PISA, 2019) and a lack of
access to ways for people to increase their
cultural and social capital (Guevarra, 2021). As a
result, it is vital for the BARMM government to
provide the resources, infrastructure, training,
and personnel needed to create a robust
public library system in the region. Since the
Mandanas ruling has already provided legal
and financial legroom for local and regional
government units to extend expanded
services to their constituents (DOF, GOVPH,
2021), it is both an opportunity and a challenge
BARMM should undertake while it is still in its
transition phase.

Public libraries are not just places to read and
study or places that serve as local gateways of
knowledge (2013). They are among the
frontline public services that enable us to
retain our knowledge, culture, and literacy;
they are also venues that allow us to self-
reflect, expand our horizons, encourage us to
think critically, and fuel our imagination. Its
peripheral activities also encourage a culture
of active research, verification, and inquiry,
which are always welcome skills in the times

Commentary

Synopsis
Public libraries are at the forefront of
efforts to preserve local knowledge
and memory, promote a culture of
research and critical thinking, and
provide a haven for disseminating
ideas, especially in the Bangsamoro
context. This paper aims to outline
possible steps that could be
undertaken to strengthen the public
library system in BARMM and the
possible actions that could be
launched to turn these public
libraries into zones that would
celebrate the diversity of cultures
found within the region.

Given the fact that BARMM is still
transitioning towards a complete state of
operation (Bangsamoro Information Office,
2021), it offers an unparalleled chance for the
BARMM government to build up and
strengthen its public library and information
access systems. This step will allow its
constituents to access a broader body of
knowledge for education, research, and
development. In addition, it will give
opportunities to the people living in the 
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that we live in (Guevarra, 2021). Also, through
the preservation of memory, libraries allow us
to remember who we are, what we stand for,
and what we aspire to be down the line as
human beings and as people who belong to a
particular identity, which is the Bangsamoro
identity in this regard.

One of the steps that the BARMM
government could undertake, through the
auspices of the Bangsamoro Commission for
the Preservation of Cultural Heritage, the
Bangsamoro Ministry of Education, and other
related agencies, is to secure access to major
local and international research databases for
libraries throughout the region. To further
enrich this program, partnerships with
schools, universities, and other educational
actors could be pursued by the relevant
agencies of the Bangsamoro where
applicable. The implementation of this
program will allow equitable access to
information for the students who study in the
region and promote a culture of research and
critical thinking, both of which are
fundamental needs in the 21st century and
beyond.

Next, the BARMM could start to collect,
archive, and promote all works of written
literature (creative nonfiction, poetry, and
fiction), film, visual arts, and other forms of
expression created by the people in the
region, as well as introduce and teach them in
educational settings where applicable, so that
the people of the Bangsamoro would be able
to have access to the symbols of their identity
and raise appreciation and awareness of the
same.

On top of this, the BARMM government must
strengthen financial, logistical, and
institutional support for the writers, artists, and
content creators within the region; after all,
they record not just the region's past but 
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chronicle BARMM's present and promote the
region's legacy and future (Guevarra, 2022).

A further step would be for the Bangsamoro
to get the latest Filipiniana and international
titles for public and specialized reading in
English and Filipino and the other local
vernacular languages. For local books, their
procurement could be done with the help of
the relevant national cultural bodies such as
the National Commission for the Culture and
the Arts (NCCA), the National Book
Development Board (NBDB), the Cultural
Center of the Philippines (CCP), as well as
university presses and publishing houses in
the country. Meanwhile, when it comes to
international books, it is possible to identify
different publishers and suppliers and
collaborate with them to bring those books to
the libraries in the region.

Finally, the BARMM should endeavor to create
state-of-the-art public libraries that are
functional and comfortable for its constituents
and cultural centers that would serve as
venues where the people of the Bangsamoro
would be able to experience their culture alive.
These centers could contain areas for visual
arts, cinema, film, digital content creation, and
so forth - thus harnessing the potential of the
numerous cultures that are part of the
Bangsamoro.

Through these proactive measures, the
BARMM would be able to deliver its mandate
of serving the people through timely and
relevant programs that the general
population would feel on the ground. It would
also ensure that the Bangsamoro people
could maintain their identity, introduce their
diverse heritage to the Filipino people, and
ensure that its people can remember their
values and aspirations as they aim to become
global citizens in the 21st century and beyond.
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