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This struck me the most. When I heard
of the Bangsamoro, first thing that
comes to my mind is the farmers and
the fisher folk. This sector has the 36
percent share in the industries of the
region. The saddening part was,
statistics showed that high poverty
incidence is still highest in the
Philippines, wherein 39.4 percent
poverty incidence among families. This
statistics is a fetid and foul testimony
that everyone must care about! Yes,
every Bangsamoro should care about!
To further alleviate this, the
Bangsamoro Government shall
enhance the competitiveness of the
agri-fishery products, broaden the
access and participation to value chain
development and increasing the
resilience of Bangsamoro
communities. Studies told us that
there were four dimensions in solving
the prevalence of poverty incidence.
These dimensions include food, shelter,
education and livelihood opportunities.

Low income of the Bangsamoro
farmers and fisherfolk can be
attributed to these factors and
challenges, namely, low farm
productivity, lack of technically-skilled
labor, limited use of modern
technology, limited farmland
diversification, aging farmers and
fisherfolk and their vulnerabilities to
the climate change. 

On the other hand, the Bangsamoro
Government provided greater fiscal
autonomy through the following fund
sources; Block Grant, Special
Development Fund, and enhanced
powers to revenue generation and tax
collection. This will give more
opportunity to fund the priority
programs, activities, projects and
services. The regional government has 
its free will to decide on how these funds
shall be allocated based on the needs
and priorities of the regional
government. 

For example, agriculture must be
treated as an industry, with the objective
of improving the value chain of every
agricultural commodity. While
productivity increase is a major
objective, it is equally important to
produce more livelihoods and incomes
by value adding, processing,
manufacturing, and developing markets
for both raw and processed agricultural
products. A value- chain approach to
level up BARMM agriculture, while
making sure the smallholders also earn
their fair share of the fruits of production
along the value chain segments. 

The Bangsamoro government today is
simultaneously shaping its structures
and systems and, on the hand, it
provides the mandates and services to
the Bangsamoro constituents. 
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With these, I firmly believe that we are
the brave sailors who will start paddling
the sea of high excellence and
autonomy. Yes, to more progressive
farmers and fisherfolk! Republic Act
(RA) 10054, otherwise known as the
Bangsamoro Organic Law is a historical
milestone in the Bangsamoro struggle
for the right to self-determination. 
 
For me, to further alleviate this existing
scenario, we have to work hand in
hand. The enablers in the Bangsamoro
government shall collaborate with each
other. For every program, activities,
projects and services we may give to
the farmers and fishers, the lens of
integrating the food nutrition- sensitive
and specific shall be considered.
Furthermore, existing plans at all levels
of government shall be coordinated
and coherent with each other and most
especially intensifying the monitoring
and sustainability across all of our
initiatives. 
 
Yes, I always envisioned a Bangsamoro
region of socio-economically stable,
prosperous farmers and fisherfolk.
Every stakeholder shall do their share in
order for us to achieve these
sustainable developments. I do believe
that we are like an Inaul composed of
various garment and threads, with our
different efforts combined and if
properly sewed and attached to each
other, then we can create a beautiful
and a strong piece! 
 
The choice is always within our hands! 
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