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Abstract

The Bangsamoro, also known as the Bangsamoro
Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao, has a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity to pursue a coherent, inclusive, and
lasting cultural policy that would help sustain a climate of
peace and achieve its goal of moral governance in the
region. As such, it could undertake certain steps that
embrace all sectors of society in order to achieve this goal. 

With the BARMM still in its infancy, it
offers a great opportunity for the
BARMM government to pursue a
singular proactive and inclusive
cultural policy that reflects its diversity,
empowers its people, promotes its
culture and traditions to a wider
audience, and supports its socio-
political goals, especially in the
promotion of an atmosphere of peace
and moral governance. 
 
While there are many models of
cultural policy worldwide, ranging from
the Korean model that aims to create a
positive national image as well as serve
as a soft power resource (Kim & Jin,
2016) to the French model that focuses
on the sharing, protection, and
promotion of cultural heritage (Perrin,
Delvainquiere & Guy, 2016), the BARMM
should develop a cultural policy model
that addresses any challenges it faces
in its specific context and also allows it
to take advantage of future trends not
just in the arts, but in the aspects of
culture that affect the people of the
Bangsamoro. 

Even at a nascent stage, the BARMM
has already recognized the need for an
authorized body that would help it
create a cultural policy in line with its
values and aspirations: The Bangsamoro
Commission for the Preservation of
Cultural Heritage is tasked as the focal
agency in pursuing and implementing
cultural policy in the region. Its
mandates range from the preservation
of culture, customs, traditions and
beliefs and practices of the people in
the BARMM, to serving as the
coordinating agency that harnesses the
strengths and energies of private and
government agencies that are engaged
towards achieving the same goal,
among a multitude of other tasks (BCH
- BARMM, 2019). 

Given the fact that the BARMM has
different avenues on which it could
initiate its steps towards the creation of
a unified and inclusive cultural policy,
here are some measures that could be
adopted in the process. 
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One of the ways to strengthen the
implementation of the BCH’s mandates
is through expanding its staff roster as
well as giving them the technical know-
how and freedom of action to allow them
to pursue initiatives on the ground, and
enact lasting solutions that fit in line with
their motto of having “a humanistic and
valued (sic) based culture.” This means
giving them the necessary funds to meet
current goals (i.e. Bangsamoro Museum,
government subsidies for literary
publications) and enable the region to
empower the representatives of its
culture (i.e. research on digital art, social
media subsidies, VR/AR development,
etc.), as well as investing in the
professional development of its staff, thus
equipping them with the knowledge,
values, and skills that are needed for the
formulation. Adopting this step would
allow the BCH to pursue its stated
mandates in line with the social and
political goals of the Bangsamoro as a
whole. 

Another possible avenue is through
encouraging the younger generations to
express themselves and contribute to the
creation of collective memory and socio-
cultural identity in the region. This could
be done through further promoting
initiatives such as the Bangsamoro
Literary Review or through creating other
avenues (through the BCH or via
partnerships with other civic actors in the
context of the Bangsamoro) where they
can engage in the production of works
that promote the Bangsamoro’s values
and helps in the promotion of a climate
of peace (i.e. creative writing, film,
theater, etc.) 

A final and arguably important step as far
as cultural policy is concerned is to
increase cultural awareness in the
BARMM. Through coordination and
cooperation with the Parliament, the
relevant ministries (Education,
Indigenous Peoples, Social Services), and

 civic society as a whole, projects such as
“book nook” projects similar to the
National Book Development Board
(NBDB)’s project of the same name (in
conjunction with subsidies for local
publishers as well as their promotion),
presentation of works by local artists,
and avenues of engagement between
different cultural stakeholders and
members of the public (meet-ups,
weekend gatherings, etc.) could be
conceptualized and executed. 
 
Even with the steps and measures
outlined above, one can assume that the
Bangsamoro government can pursue
different measures in line with its
cultural policy goals. Furthermore, it
should not be understated that the
eventual steps that the BARMM will
undertake would depend on the final,
arching goals that its future cultural
policy aims to target. 
 
Since the BARMM is undergoing a
transition period until 2025, there’s no
better time than now to pursue this
unparalleled opportunity. A unified
cultural policy would not just benefit the
Bangsamoro government in sustaining
a culture of peace and promoting moral
governance but would also create a
lasting legacy that everyone living in the
region would be proud of. 
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