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The Bangsamoro Autonomous Region
in Muslim Mindanao (BARMM) was
established as a result of a collaborative
effort by the Philippine government,
the Moro Islamic Liberation Front, the
Moro National Liberation Front, local
government officials, civil society
organizations, and sectoral groups
committed to peace and sustainable
development. This is the result of the
Bangsamoro people's decades-long
struggle as part of a peace accord to
halt nearly five decades of conflict
between the Philippine government
and the Bangsamoro people, with the
ultimate objective of everyone working
together as one cohesive entity.
 
Unfortunately, the Bangsamoro people
are not alone in their quest for a new
administration. The road was difficult
and full of obstacles, especially now
that the globe is seeing an increase in
the number of COVID-19 cases as a
result of the recently identified COVID-
19 variant, which concerns public health
and has an influence on the lives of
millions. The said transformation,
however, would not be achievable
without a dedicated leader sitting in
authority and implementing moral
government. With the new
administration, the Bangsamoro has
gained various developments worthy of
commemoration with what this
government plans or will construct in
the future, especially now that
President Rodrigo Duterte has officially
signed the BARMM transition, 

extending the life of the interim
Bangsamoro Transition Authority (BTA)
and moving the regional elections from
May 2022 to May 2025. 

However, despite its glamorous
accomplishments, the BARMM faces a
number of problems that threaten the
peace process as a whole, notably the
threat posed by militant Moro
organizations claiming to be associated
with the Islamic State and lurking in the
region. Furthermore, the rebels' actions
during the Marawi City siege were
unforgivable, leading some to question
how much trust they can place in the
Bangsamoro administration in securing
total peace in the region. 

Why should Bangsamoro rely
on moral governance?  

Going back to history, the Bangsamoro
people voted to approve the
Bangsamoro Organic Law exactly three
years ago. To begin a new chapter in the
region's desire for selfdetermination and
proper autonomy, moral governance
was upheld. That turning point gave
birth to the territory currently known as
"our own, the Bangsamoro." This
administration has delivered on a
significant promise. This has helped to
reduce poverty in BARMM, approve the
BTA Extension, raise investment and
employment rates, boost halal sector
growth, and approve a large number of
land allocations, as well as the BARMM
budget for 2022. 



Policy Commentary PAGE 2

In addition, with the goal of
transforming people's lives for the
better in the future, the government
has been consistent in shifting its
people towards prosperity one change
at a time as their leaders acquire more
accomplishments, overcome the
regions' problems, and maintain their
milestones towards their overall aim of
lasting peace and autonomy. As
promised, the Bangsamoro leader
remains committed to establishing a
united, enlightened self-government
that is peaceful, morally upright, and
progressive.
 
From battling for their right to self-
determination to implementing moral
governance, this is of great importance
as this was the foundation of peace
during the time of Prophet
Muhammad (SAW). With moral
governance, he sustains a peaceful
nation and persuades his followers to
accept Islam. If we actually want to
improve our country, we need a system
like this in place in our government. As
a result, the Prophet Muhammad
serves as our role model in all that we
do. Do you believe that if we use a
different system, everyone will be
treated equally? 

Attaining peace and changing
the lives of Bangsamoro with
Moral Governance  

reason why our government did their
best and urge for everyone’s
participation in this transition in order
to change the lives of Bangsamoro
people within its scope. According to
the International Peace Institute, the
local government can contribute to
sustaining peace in three ways: (1) by
delivering services and promoting
sustainable development more
effectively and efficiently; (2) by giving
people a voice in a representative and
inclusive way; and (3) by nurturing
political will to resolve conflict and
sustain peace.
 
Furthermore, the ways of transforming
people's lives stated above appear to be
far too diverse. What this region needs
is genuine peace, the kind that makes
life valuable on Earth, the kind that
allows everyone in the country to
develop and hope for a better future for
our children. This is the type of peace
that our prophet Muhammad sought
for all of humanity. A governing system
based on Islamic moral standards that
applies to all people, not only Muslims. 
Defining peace and ways to obtain it
will not eliminate violence if there’s no
action and support from the
government. And not just in these
words, the government needs
everyone’s cooperation, especially from
youth participation. In the latest news,
the majority of the known incidences in
this region are caused by youths. The
youth and everyone else should
cooperate in sustaining the peace-
building this very government is
building. But what really is the peace 

Peace was seemingly impossible in
Mindanao before the establishment of
BARMM. Violence is just very rampant
to the point that in Mindanao, it has
become common. This is the very
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that this government needs at this
moment? What kind of peace is
attainable and would be beneficial for
everyone? 

The Bangsamoro government's
progress may appear slow, but we had
no idea how many sleepless nights our
leaders had gone through or how
much sweat they had produced while
debating simply to keep our freedom.
Hence, we need moral governance as a
foundation in our daily actions to
ensure the transformation of the lives
of Bangsamoro people into better and
more stable lives. In fact, in its approach
to leading the people, this kind of
governance emphasizes openness,
honesty, fairness, involvement,
accountability, responsiveness, and the
absence of corruption. So let us take
things carefully, trust the process, and
be patient so that, Inshaallah, we can
have the peaceful and stable place we
deserve. 
As we commemorate the third
Bangsamoro Foundation Day, let us
remember, reflect, and honor our
forefathers' sacrifices, for what we have
today is the product of their bravery
and fidelity. Our identity, symbolized by
the green flag, was nearly lost but
saved. 
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